
Appendix D – LDF Core Strategy Chronology  
 

Date Milestone Response 

January 2005 Breckland consulted on its 
Sustainability Appraisal Scoping 
Report with 10 key organisations 
(EEDA, Environment Agency, 
English Heritage, Norfolk County 
Council, PCT, English Nature) 

Baseline agreed and key 
sustainability indicators 
identified.  

January 2005 – June 
2005 

Initial consultation on issues and 
options.  Officers attend 27 Town 
and Parish Council meetings to 
explain the LDF process and start 
identifying locally important 
issues.  

 

August 2005 5 LDF Roadshows held on market 
days in the 5 market towns. Over 
1,000 people attend the 
roadshows.  Questionnaire and 
on-line comments received.  

The responses from the 
consultation helped to shape 
the first preferred options 
document.  Key messages 
included directing most 
growth to the towns or those 
locations with good 
employment and facilities.  
There was strong support for 
protecting rural facilities and 
adopting a number of local 
policy responses to meet 
Breckland’s circumstances 
(i.e. lower density of 
development).  

October 2005 Preferred Options document 
published together with 
Sustainability Appraisal Report.  
Consultation for 6 week period 
including 2 Town and Parish 
Council Forums at Dereham and 
Attleborough. 

137 responses received.  
General support for the 
preferred options taken.  The 
key messages that emerged 
from the consultation can be 
further summarised as 
follows: 
 
There was wide support for 
the broad objectives of the 
Development Strategy (i.e. 
focus development in the 5 
towns).   
 
There were a number 
comments criticising that the 
document did not quantify 
the level of growth each 
settlement would see. 
 
There was concern that key 
strategic infrastructure 
requirements should be 
identified in the document. 
 
There was concern that 



environmental issues, 
principally climate change, 
have not been sufficiently 
addressed in the document. 

   

April 2006 Analysis of Preferred Options 
comments and preparation of 
submission document 

In light of various LDF Core 
Strategies being found 
unsound elsewhere in 
England, decision taken to 
re-consult on new spatial 
options and add detail on 
development numbers. 

March 2007 Development Choices – a further 
Issues and Options consultation.  
Accompanied by 5 extensive 
consultation events at each 
market town.  A further 19 
meetings attended with Town and 
Parish Councils.  

1,292 comments received.  
An A11 focused strategy 
emerges as the preferred 
spatial response, including 
general support for 
significant growth at 
Attleborough subject to 
infrastructure delivery.   The 
results of this consultation 
directly influenced the 
content of the Preferred 
Options consulted on in 
January 2008 

January 2008  Second Preferred Options 
document published with 
Sustainability Appraisal Report, 
initial Appropriate Assessment 
Report and Evidence Base. 

701 comments received.  
General support for the 
preferred options and the 
spatial distribution of 
development.  Detailed 
comments of objection to 
various Core and 
Development Control 
Policies.  Where possible 
these objections have been 
considered by Panel 1 and 
various amendments agreed.  
Consultation identified need 
for additional evidence base 
to inform deliverability – 
especially at Attleborough.   

 
 


